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EVENTS LISTING 
FOR ACTIVISTS 



T he Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) has become a reality, and 
store keepers and consumers 
are fast realizing the effects the tax will 
have on their pocket books. Though 
the 7% reduction in spending power is 
hurtful, the significance of the tax is 
much greater. The GST is an important 
step in the reversal of Canada’s tax 
system. That reversal means dumping 
the country’s tax system almost en¬ 
tirely on working class people and 
removing any burden from the corpo¬ 
rate sector. 

As far back as the 1930’s working 
people saw the need to escape user 
paid taxes and instate a tax propor¬ 
tionate to income (income tax). The 
principle being that those who can 
afford to pay, should. Though never 
being fully realized, this principle 


brought about a tax system under 
which the corporate tax share was 
50% and that of personal tax was 
50% as late as the 1950’s. This prin¬ 
ciple has been relentlessly under¬ 
mined over the years; the corporate 
tax share has now dropped to 21 %, 
while the personal tax share has 
skyrocketed to 79% (these being 
pre-GST 1990 figures). 

Now that the corporate elite have 
corrupted income tax they’re out for 
more. Forcing such a ‘regressive’ 
tax upon working people is the last 
straw. While corporations hop 
through government placed loop¬ 
holes, storekeepers and other small 
business are visibly displaying their 
opposition. Eighty percent of Cana¬ 
dians are against the tax and will not 
(continured on page 4) 


THE GLOBAL FACTORY 


CANADA’S 

BIGGEST 

EXPORT: 

JOBS 

Trade Minister John Crosbie is prom¬ 
ising a speedy resolution of North 
American free trade talks if Canada 
chooses to join them. The govern¬ 
ment seems eager to join talks be¬ 
tween Mexico and the United States 
to create a continental economy, 
scheduled to start early next year. 

The gun is still smoking from the 
recent free trade deal between Can¬ 
ada and the US, which took effect in 
1989. Since then approximately 
226,000 job losses have been attrib¬ 
uted to the deal (Canadian Labour 
Congress), which by its nature en¬ 
courages companies to move opera¬ 
tions to the US where labour is 
cheaper and unions weaker. Now 
that trade barriers and tariffs have 
been removed there is little incentive 
to maintain Canadian branches of 
US multinationals. 

The move to free trade with Mexico 
(continued next page) 
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BIGGEST 

EXPORT 


—continued from page 1— 

is not new. Mexico has long had a 
maquiladora system, a “free trade” 
region near the border where U.S.- 
owned multinational corporations 
produce goods for export. The maq~ 
uila system allows foreign companies 
to manufacture goods in a region 
where wage levels are amongst the 
lowest in the world and safety and 
health standards are abysmal, which 
is why many plants in the US have 
shifted operations to the maquila re¬ 
gions to boost profits. The hoped-for 
free trade agreement will allow unre¬ 
stricted access to these “benefits” for 
both US and Canadian companies. 

Mexico in fact ranks first among 
developing countries in supplying 
cheap labour to US multinationals. 
Because of repeated devaluations of 
their money beginning in 1982, 
Mexico’s wages have become among 
the lowest in the world. Their money is 
worth less because of international 
debt: the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) loaned Mexico money years 
ago, and has been collecting huge 
payments from them ever since. Al¬ 
though in all fairness the debt was 
repaid long ago, the IMF maintains 
Mexico has only been paying interest, 
and that the original debt (and more 
interest yearly) still remains. When 
Mexico threatened in the early 80’s to 


default on the loan, they made Mex¬ 
ico accept “austerity measures” such 
as lowering the value of their money 
and cutting social programs in 1982, 
artificially creating a situation where 
extreme poverty 
and repression pro¬ 
vide a cheap work¬ 
force (American 
Friends Service 
Committee). 

The Canadian 
government’s line is 
that we should lower 
our own wages and 
social services to 
compete with these 
artificially low condi¬ 
tions in Mexico and 
internationally. A 
government survey 
done last June 
showed that the 
idea is having some 
success as sixty- 
five percent of those 
surveyed agreed that wage restraints 
were necessary to “compete interna¬ 
tionally” (Toronto Star 11/5/90). 

Free trade is, perhaps, inevitable. 
As Akio Morita, founder of the Japa¬ 
nese multinational Sony, was re¬ 
cently quoted as saying, we have to 
look towards a “borderless world” 
instead of worrying about national 


Trade Minister John Crosbie 

Anarchists would like to export 
politicians but there’s already a 
glut on the market 


sovereignty (Toronto Star 11/5/90). 
Multinational corporations already live 
in such a world. If they feel wages are 
high or safety standards too stringent 
in one region, they threaten to move if 
the wages and standards don’t 
change. In the past 20 years this has 
resulted in the movement of the major¬ 
ity of manufacturing jobs to the devel¬ 
oping countries, leaving unemploy¬ 
ment or lower-paying, non-unionized 
service-sector jobs in North America. 
The shift from a national industry to 
global industry has already happened; 
free trade is merely a means of in¬ 
creasing the profitability of that move. 

This is why state solutions are use¬ 
less. No government 
can stand up to Multi¬ 
nationals because 
when environmental, 
health, wage, or 
safety standards get 
“too high”, the corpo¬ 
rations will threaten to 
relocate. Increased 
corporate taxes such 
as the NDP promote 
will have the same 
effect. 

So by necessity the 
role of challenging 
“the global factory” 
comes down to us at 
the grassroots level, 
and it’s no small task. 
The work ahead must 
involve organizing in¬ 
ternationally, because only when all of 
us challenge the corporate elite to¬ 
gether, can we make changes for any 
of us. If we fail to analyze this trend in 
the economy and organize accord¬ 
ingly, no amount of protest over a new 
continental free-trade agreement will 
help us. 
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MASS EVICTION AIN'T NO FICTION 


Squatting Under Fire Part 2 


This is the second article in an Ecomedia feature on squatting. 
The recent evictions in Berlin and Vancouver point to an interna¬ 
tional pattern of a crackdown on the squatting movement. We 
hope these articles will help in its defense ... and growth. 


The last five years have witnessed the 
growth of a squatter’s movement in the 
Lower East Side of New York City. 
These squatters are now being faced 


T hirteen Lubicon Nation members 
have been charged following the 
destruction of Buchanan Lum- 
< ber’s logging equipment in their tradi¬ 
tional area (see last issue). Buchanan 
has begun logging in unceded Lubicon 
lands in northern Alberta despite assur¬ 
ances from the 500-member Cree na¬ 
tion that all developments not author¬ 
ized by the rightful owners of the land 
would be dismantled. Buchanan’s 
equipment was torched and tires 
slashed several weeks ago. 

The Lubicon Nation has been fighting 
for over 50 years for legal rights to their 
traditional territories. Oil development 
and now forestry has destroyed their 
traditional hunting and trapping econ¬ 
omy and forced 95% of the community 
onto welfare. 

During the previous week, the RCMP 
took in 18 Nation members for ques¬ 
tioning, charging them with mischief, 
holding them incommunicado and then 
not pressing the charges after hours of 


with the threat of mass eviction in a 
move by the state to crush a com¬ 
munity of resistance during these 
times of political upheaval and 


questioning. Members were told 
they would bear the brunt of the 
whole thing unless they co-operate. 
One young man was assaulted 
while in custody. 

On December 12, charges of 
arson, mischief, possession of ex¬ 
plosives, and disguise with intent 
were laid against 13 Lubicons. They 
are scheduled to appear in court on 
January 7 and 14, 1991. The Lubi¬ 
cons’ position is that the province 
has no jurisdiction on sovereign Lu¬ 
bicon lands and therefore the Na¬ 
tion members are not subject to 
Canadian courts. Several years ago 
charges were dropped against a 
Lubicon duck hunter who was hunt¬ 
ing without a provincial license 
when he asked the court to prove 
they had jurisdiction on Lubicon 
lands. How the Alberta government 
hopes to prove its jurisdiction over 
unceded Native lands this time 
around is still a mystery. 


deepening economic crisis. 

The Lower East Side Coalition 
Housing Development and the Lower 
East Side Mutual Housing Associa¬ 
tion, along with several other develop¬ 
ers have joined hands with banks and 
private corporations in plans to take 
over the properties including at least 
nine fully-occupied squats, under the 
guise of “low-income housing devel¬ 
opment”. In one proposal, 60% of this 
housing would go to those of an in¬ 
come exceeding $11,000 (US)/year. 
This income range doesn’t even cover 
those on minimum wage, many single 
mothers, and a large proportion of the 
Black and Hispanic community of that 
area. The other 40% of housing will be 
given to those making $21,750 (US) to 
$48,000 (US) a year. Developers claim 
that the higher income housing will 
subsidize the lower income housing. 
Well, squats are 100% low income and 
poverty housing that require no subsi¬ 
dies whatsoever. 

All plans involving this so-called 
“low income housing” give developers 
the right to sell these properties at full 
market value after 17 years (leaving 
tenants homeless). Approximately 400 
adults and children could be evicted 
from the actions of these developers. 
At this time the Housing Authorities 
have claimed “site control’ of nine 
squats, and squatters in the Bronx, 
Harlem and others are under grave 
threat. In preparation for the coming 
battles, squatters and others in NYC 
have started an International Solidarity 
Network, which hopes to bridge the 
gap between international groups of 
(continued next page) 


RCMP Charge 
Thirteen Lubicons 
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MEDIA <?JI W WATCH 


IS THE CBC WORTH SAVING? 

Loud were the lamentations of mass 
media personnel and opposition MPs 
over recent service cuts, but Innu 
leader Daniel Ashini declined to join in 
the weeping, remarking instead that 
CBC news programs are “promoting 
the government line and the pro-devel¬ 
opment view shared by the majority of 
the public.” (Toronto Star 6-12-90 
pA13.) He might have added that one 
reason the majority are pro-develop¬ 
ment is that they rarely get the oppor¬ 
tunity to hear opposing views on the 
mass media, CBC included. The CBC 
covers most news topics from Parlia¬ 
ment Hill, which means that the talking 
heads usually belong to members of 
the three parties. At election time, only 
these three parties have access to CBC 
viewers. As all three are pro-develop¬ 
ment, the doctrine of unlimited eco¬ 
nomic growth is rarely challenged. 

As pointed out in last issue’s Media 
Watch, this doctrine will destroy the 


environment unless it is reversed. If 
the CBC is trying to build a national 
consensus which includes eco¬ 
nomic growth, we would be better 
off without it. CBC television is as 
bad as that of the other commercial 
channels, which (along with steady 
deterioration in the quality of our 
schools) are deliberately dumbing 
down the public into passive con¬ 
sumers who’ll buy and vote as 
hypnotized. 

Perhaps the quality programs 
which still exist on TVO, PBS and 
CBC radio are meant to pacify the 
intelligent media consumers so that 
they won’t protest the work the 
mass-audience channels are doing 
to stupify the general public. With¬ 
out them, viewers might stand up 
and fight for decent programs on the 
mass channels, as they did in the 
fifties when most cities had only one 
or two tv stations available 


Eviction 
Ain't No 



—continued from page 3— 

squatters and autonomous activists 
to share practical experience and to 
activate emergency responses to 
evictions and other crises. Those 
who can offer defense tactic infor¬ 
mation, printing, supplies, funds, 
and letters of support, please con¬ 
tact the International Solidarity Net¬ 
work, P.O. Box20144TompkinsSq. 
Station, New York, NY, 10009 USA. 


NO SHAME 

Funds are low enough to warrant 
another shameless plea for your 
hard-earned cash. Printing costs 
have gone up, and as always the 
cost of producing a free paper has 
to be borne by us and our support¬ 
ers. Now’s the time to subscribe, 
renew, or just give us a donation. 


Ecomedia Toronto 


Ecomedia is an international 'wire service’ that acts as 
an alternative to regular news services. We focus on 
news and often censored information on autonomous 
and anarchist resistance and analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in three 
main projects: a radio show every Wednesday on CKLN 
88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm on the 'Word of Mouth' 
program; also another radio spot at 12:15 pm Fridays on 
CIUT 89.5 FM; and the bulletin in your hands, published 
bi-weekly and free at locations around the city. Sub¬ 
scriptions are $15/yr (26 issues) mailed monthly to cut 
costs. Order from the address on the fronl. Make 
cheques or M.O.’s payable to Ecomedia. 


Taxed to the Max (continued from page 1) 

be fooled by the endless propaganda. As traditional methods of opposition 
prove futile, the time for direct action has come. It is up to Canadians to refuse 
to pay—and to do it in the modest form of a ‘discount coupon’. Fill out, sign, 
and present this form to the cashier: If Revenue Canada has to collect 140 from 
individuals the implications would be overwhelming. You are urged to repro¬ 
duce, amend or re-invent this coupon. But above all, use it! Remember... direct 
action gets the goods. Call George, 941 -9945 for more copies or information. 

7% Discount Coupon! 
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